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CONFIDENTIAL PRAGUE 0925 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CZ 

SUBJECT: WESTERN CONTACT WITH DISSIDENTS 
REF: PRAGUE 3027, DECEMBER 1. 1975 

1 . DURING RECENT LUNCHEON AT CHARGE'S FOR VISITING EAST 
BERLIN DCM BRANDON GROVE, FRG AMBASSADOR RITZEL BROUGHT 
UP INTERESTING SUBJECT OF WESTERN CONTACT WITH CZECHO- 
SLOVAK DISSIDENTS. 

2. TO CHARGE'S COMMENT THAT IN HIS OPINION FRG AND 
FRENCH EMBASSIES DID BEST JOB OF MAINTAINING CONTACTS 
AND PROVIDING SOME SUPPORT FOR DISSIDENTS, RITZEL 
COMMENTED THAT HE GOT SOME PRODDING ON THIS FROM 
BONN. HE NOTED THAT WILLY BRANDT, FOR WHOM HE 
WORKED AS CHEF DE CABINET, HAD TOLD FRG DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER THAT KITZEL SHOULD BE DOING MORE 
WITH THE DISSIDENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER PASSED THIS WORD TO RITZEL, WHO 
BROUGHT IT UP IN CONVERSATION AT FOREIGN MINISTRY IN 
PRAGUE SO AS TO INDICATE HE WAS BEING PUSHED IN 

THIS AREA. CONSEQUENTLY, RITZEL HAD NEVER BEEN 
CRITICIZED BY CZECHS FOR HIS ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF 
OF DISSIDENTS (WHICH INCLUDED CEREMONY AT RITZEL’S 
RESIDENCE IN NOVEMBER 1975, SEE REFTEL, IN WHICH 
RITZEL AWARDED HONORARY DEGREE FROM AACHEN 
UNIVERSTIY TO CZECH PHILOSOPHER JAN PATOCKA - 
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3. BY CONTRAST, RITZEL SAID FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
D'HARCOURT HAD GOT HIS FINGERS BURNED FOR 
HOLDING FUNCTIONS TO WHICH HE HAD INVITED BOTH 
OFFICIALS AND DISSIDENTS. ACCORDING TO RITZEL, 
D'HARCOURT WAS LECTURED BY DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER SPACIL, WHO WARNED ABOUT DANGERS OF 
ASSOCIATION WITH DISSIDENTS. 

4. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY THERE ARE RIGHT WAYS 
AND WRONG WAYS OF BEING IN TOUCH WITH DISSIDENTS. 
IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WILL BE WATCHING WITH 
INTEREST TO SEE WHETHER AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR 
KREISKY'S DEMARCHE ON BEHALF OF IMPRISONED 
HISTORIAN JAN TESAR (SEE PRAGUE 0852) WILL PRO- 
DUCE ANY POSITIVE EFFECT. 

5. BOTH GERMAN AND FRENCH AMBASSADORS SHOULD BE 
PROTECTED. 

FRISBIE 
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